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The University o.f Dayton News Release 
UD PROFESSORS TO OFFER 
NIGHT CLASS ON MOZART 
Aug. 21, 1991 
Contact: Pam Huber 
DAYTON, Ohio -- "Mozart's Operas," a night course to be offered 
this fall at the University of Dayton, has a dual purpose--teaching 
students about the operas of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and helping them 
to appreciate opera in general. 
Registration is open to the public through UD's continuing 
education office. Classes will meet from 7:10 to 9:50 p.m. Tuesdays 
from Sept. 3 through Dec. 19. 
The course, first offered in Dayton last spring, will be taught 
by Richard Benedum, professor of music at UD, and R. Alan Kimbrough, 
professor of English at UD. 
"Last semester's class was a wonderful experience," said Benedum. 
"Enrollment was 75, more than we dreamed that such a class would 
• 
attract, and the class was made up of a wonderful mix of University 
students, faculty, staff and community members. I think everyone 
enjoyed the interaction." 
"We originally designed the class to be a 'local preview' of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) institute that we taught 
this past summer in Vienna," said Kimbrough. "The class was also part 
of the Dayton-area's 'Mozart Festspiel' celebration. The class was 
such a success, however, that we decided to offer it once again. 
After all, we're still in 1991, the Mozart anniversary year." Mozart 
died 200 years ago, on Dec. 5, 1791. 
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Thirty-one participants from across the nation were selected for 
the NEH institute in Vienna, including Natalie DeHorn, choral director 
at Meadowdale High School and co-director of the Kettering Children's 
Choir. 
"Living in Vienna for a month allowed the participants to get to 
know Vienna, or at least the historical central city," said Benedum, 
"and it was impossible to remain untouched by the rich traditions of 
music-making there. This year in particular highlighted Mozart, of 
course, with numerous special exhibits and performances. For 
instance, what other city in the world would erect a giant screen in 
front of its city hall and show performances every night of Mozart's 
operas? And have thousands attend each evening?" 
"We hope that we can bring some of that background to the Dayton 
course," said Kimbrough. "In one sense, our subject matter will be 
Mozart's operas, but in another our subject matter is much broader--
how to look at and understand opera in general, including both its 
musical and dramatic components." 
Registrations will be accepted through Sept. 3. The course may 
be taken for undergraduate credit, as an audit course or for no 
credit. For more information or registration materials, contact UD's 
continuing education office at (513) 229-2347. 
-30-
